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Overview

Key question: How do new technologies, above all the
Internet, affect the efficiency of language revitalisation
attempts?

Double point of view: benefits for speakers’ communities
and linguistic researchers

Material collected during
- fieldwork (2006-2009)

participating observation, interviews
- online observation (2007 -)






Demographics

Population
1989 8474
2002 11 432
2010 12 269

Domains of language use:
- legislation, public service
- media, education

- family, private sphere

(- religion?)

Number of speakers

3135
2746
038



Urbanisation

Population (%)

1989 45,6
2002 51,8%
2010 57,3

- change in lifestyle
- multicultural society
multiethnic families




Mansi before 1991

alphabet (1936)

written standard

textbooks for primary school
submersion programs, boarding schools
higher education (in Leningrad)

neologisms
supporting ethnic celebrities
Russification



Mansi after 1991

newspaper

higher education (in
Khanty-Mansiysk)

civil activity: ethnic
organisations

political activity: ethnic
MPs in local Duma
International attention

- language revitalisation:

educational institutes, language nest
online activity






Internet and endangered languages

Percentage of online content in English:

1997 82%
2001 45%
2010 39%

In 2006 about 1 billion people had regular internet access

In 2006 about 1500 languages were used to create online
content

,The Internet may as yet have had only a limited role
In fostering language change, but it has already

played a major role in fostering language presence.”
(Crystal 2011)



Languages on Internet #1 (Yupik)

"Yupiit Nation” Movement

1983: Akiachak, Akiak, Tuluksak
villages

1988: 19 more villages joined
Declaration of autonomy, political
activity 3
Main goal: to gain more control
over education

1998: the movement was
"banned”

Yupiit School District + Oral History Program
Yupiit School District Project Jukebox
3 schools with appr. 450 students



Languages on Internet #2 (Udmurt)

14 TyamicIIan?

- Modern, popular online content 22.00
comics, blogs, videos, films
memes, posters

- Community sites

forming Communities JIPATOH. Ta SPATOH KBIT
creating interface

- Online encyclopaedia
3080 articles, 7275 projects




Languages on Internet #3 (Mansi)

Web2.0: new, free

linguistic domain

Following the example of

other minority nations
of the Russian
Federation

forming ethnical
representative groups

(e.g. rock bands, theatre)

private and micro-communal
use of community sites
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With a native's eyes

The presence of Mansi
language on Internet
- attracts the youngest generation

- proves that Mansi language is
suitable to fulfil the linguistic needs
of a 21st-century speaker

- makes Mansi more popular
thus

- raises the number of
youngsters of Mansi heritage
who are willing to learn and
use Mansi language in
everyday life




With a linguist’'s eyes

The presence of the Mansi
language on Internet
creates

- new language variety

- utterances completely
different from the formerly
known folkloric or literary
corpora :

thus opens new fields for

- previously unavailable
methods (e.g. DA)

- sociolinguistic research
(e.g. mapping social networks)







Conclusion

The research of Mansi variety and activity on the Internet

IS a totally new and unmapped field of research

requires interaction and cooperation between
researchers and the speakers’ community

provides the capability of interaction between speakers’
communities

provides new linguistic and sociolinguistic material

provides a broader perspective of research
Finno-Ugric languages in RF
Arctic indigenous languages



Wikipedia — in Mansi?

WIKIMEDIA

INCUBATOR

Main page

List of wikis
Community partal
All recent changes
Help

Manual

Daonate

Language select

English -
Select

* Mavigation
hiain page
Recent changes
Fandom page

b Toolhox

* | other languages
Ararhaycanca
Apap
BawwopTtca
BypAag,

HoxuAH
Ginmtatarca

CRoEEHECKE |

] [3] [3E] [3E] (20 [3¢] (25 [4T ] (3T
vl gl [T/ ol (&5 ol 36 Tl lon

Page Discussion Read Edit “iew h

fou can now link to your test wiki using the normal URL: xyz.wikiproject.org -» incubatorwikimedia. orgfwiki™yxyz (if the language is listed here)

Wp/mns/Main Page

= | mns

Doopo noxanopaTte B MaHcHiickyw (Mansi language) Buknnepnuio!

3Ta CEpMA CTPEHMY ONA TECTHROEAHHA BHEMNELKMK Ha MaHCHACKDM Aseike. Ball BkNaL B CORLAHHE MAHCHACKOH BukMneniy By0eT EEICOKD OUEHEH.
Mpockfa o cozgaduy maHcHickod Bukvneguy BygeT yTeepwneHa, korga By et [OCTATOMHO CogepsaTent ey cTated. Korna ona byget onobpera, Bcé

3MECh COfEpXaHMe ByaeT nepeHecedo B dakTuyeckyd Bukuneguo Khanty-hansi Autonomous Okrog — Yugra
Khanty-Mansi Autonomous &9

Okrug — Yugra Flag
Mockonkky 3T0 TECT-EMKMNERHA, BOE CTATEM 348ck HeoBxoAMMO HadaTe ¢ dopmata Wiimns/Hazeanue ctaten. Hanpumep, cTated o Madecu/MoaHece —

cMaHCHACKUA AzbiKs — QOMKHA HAazBIEATECA 34ece kKak Wipfmns/Manecn/Moanece. (Koneuno, B dakTwyeckod Bukdneguu, ctatea ByneT ¢ HaZBAHWEM,
kak MaHecu/Moaneck.) Mansi people

Yuacrnukan, SRadeiotiM MatcUHcKOM R3EIKOM, npe@naeaemc;.' cozdamb CRIORLKD BEICINEE0 KAYECIEa CIMamell, HaCKOMERD 30 SOSMOKHO.

3To MABHAA cTPaHMUa MAaHCHACKO R TecToBo il Buknnegun.

2 Mansi articles.
All pages of Mansi Wikipedia

Al categories of Mansi Wikipedia

Boe cTpaHuukl Bukunegkn B MaHcuickom

Co3naTh HOBYIO CTpaHNUy:

|Wps’m nsf
Create page




Thank you for your attention!
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Data of Russian Federal Census 2010

HaunoHanbHbIn cocTaB HaceneHust Poccumnckon ®epepaumnn (Distribution of
population of RF according to ethnicities)

http://www.perepis-2010.ru/results_of the census/tab5.xls

["lopoackoe u cenbckoe HaceneHve no cyobekrtam Poccuiickon Geaepauunm
(Distribution of rural and urban population according to administrative
subjects of RF) http://www.perepis-2010.ru/results_of the census/tabl.xls

HaceneHune Poccuickon ®enepauum no BnageHunio asbikamu (Distribution of
population of RF according to language use)

http://www.perepis-2010.ru/results_of the census/tab6.xls



